
I have resigned as Principal Secretary to The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, PC, MP, Prime 
Minister of Canada. He has accepted my resignation.

Recently, anonymous sources have alleged that I pressured the former Attorney General, The 
Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, to assist SNC-Lavalin with being considered for a deferred 
prosecution agreement. I categorically deny the accusation that I or anyone else in his office 
pressured Ms. Wilson-Raybould. We honoured the unique role of the Attorney General. At all times, 
I and those around me acted with integrity and a singular focus on the best interests of all 
Canadians.

The Prime Minister of Canada’s Office is much larger and more important than any of its staff. I have
served it to the best of my abilities, and I have at all times given the Prime Minister free and 
unfettered advice. I have served the public interest, not the interests of any individual or any narrow 
private interest of any kind, at any time. Life is full of uncertainties, but I am absolutely certain of 
that.

Any accusation that I or the staff put pressure on the Attorney General is simply not true. Canadians
are rightly proud of their public institutions. They should be, because they work. But the fact is that 
this accusation exists. It cannot and should not take one moment away from the vital work the Prime
Minister and his office is doing for all Canadians. My reputation is my responsibility and that is for 
me to defend. It is in the best interests of the office and its important work for me to step away.

I want to say a word about my relationship with Ms. Wilson-Raybould. I encouraged her to run for 
the Liberal Party of Canada, and worked hard to support her as a candidate and then Cabinet 
Minister. From my perspective, our relationship has always been defined by mutual respect, 
candour and an honest desire to work together.

On a personal note, I wish to thank the Prime Minister for the opportunity to work with him, his 
Cabinet and the Liberal Caucus. They are great people who are dedicated to improving their 
country. I also want to thank my colleague, Katie Telford. The last seven years simply do not happen
without her. Nobody knows that more than I do. And to my colleagues in the PMO, it has been the 
highest honour of my professional life to have worked together with all of you on behalf of all 
Canadians. I wish them all well, and they have my full support.

I also need to say this (and I know it’s a non sequitur). Our kids and grandkids will judge us on one 
issue above all others. That issue is climate change. I hope the response to it becomes the 
collective, non-partisan, urgent effort that science clearly says is required. I hope that happens 
soon.

Every hard problem requires a thoughtful, collaborative solution from the country it affects. Those 
solutions in turn depend on good, hard-working people who devote their time and energy to public 
service. Canada has those people in abundance. While it is fashionable sometimes in some 
quarters to denigrate politicians and public servants, my experience is that the women and men who
serve Canadians in elected office and the professional public service are honest, decent, hard-
working people who put service of country beyond self every day. Life is many days, and there are 
hard days in public life, but there are no bad ones. I hope I did the job in a way that would have 
made my parents proud and will make my children consider public service.


